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IMIIT'JHE PATCH"

0M3 OF KAXSAS CITY'S UNIQUE
COLONIES.

Fonnacd Tears Aro Down In the
West Bottoms by CronUnnn Some

of Peculiarities of the Peo-

ple TIic Ivtng.

Just across the state lne In Kansas Is

a colony of foreigners that has been re-

moved bodily from a province In Austria
and transported to a ding)',
neighborhood near the : great Tracking
houses in tho West bottoms.

The colony has no particular name, and
the settlement Is .known simply as the
"Patch." It has been in existence for
abont eight years, and, every resident of
this odd colony is from tie same prov-

ince In Austria. The first emigrants came
from Croatia, one of the best known prov-

inces in Austria, and their friends fol-

lowed in large numbers until the popula-

tion is nearly SOO souls. All of these people
live in a settlement two blocks long and
about one and a half blocks wide. The
houses are small .frame structures, and
have no regularity of arrangement, conse-
quently no streets or alleys intersect the
strange settlement. Still every house is
numbered, but, like the arrangement of
the structures, the numbers have no reg-

ularity of arrangement.
It is an unwritten law of the colony that

any man who desires to build a house has
absolute liberty to do so. When a man
builds a house, he can build it in someone's
front yard if lie desires. With such liber-

ties as are allowed, the "Patch" presents
a complex appearance: the houses are

laced jat all angles and many front and
Eack yards have been utilized as building
lots. Strange as it may seem, no quarrels
ever,arise from the location of new houses.
If a resident happens to awake and find
a stranger sawing scantlings preparatory
to theerection of a new house, the ,man
whose premises have been trespassed upon

'erects the newcomer and welcomes him,
for he knows that he is of his own race
and from Croatia, for no one else will
dare attempt to join the colony. So dis-
tinctly has the line been drawn that emi-
grants who--, were neighbors of the.Croatlans
.near the shores of the blue Adriatic will
.not ask to be allowed to become members
of the colony that has the sole right to
the

Founding of "The Patcli."
The first colonists left Austria on ac-

count of the failure of the grape crop, and
they are satisfied that it was a timely
move, for since the first serious failure
eight years ago the. crops have never been
satisfactory. The first emigrants came
from Croatia direct, to Kansas City, Kas.,
and located In the "Patch." It was but a
short time until the small stretch of bot-
tom land lying between the Armour and
Fowler packing houses was occupied solely
by the Croatians. They soon obtained
work in the packing houses and those ;who
had secured positions were able to induce
their employers J.o make room for the
emigrants who arrived later. The "Patch
Is constantly receiving new emigrants who
find little difficulty in securing employ-
ment, as all Croatians are noted for their
integrity and honesty and, above all,- they
are of powerful build and are not afraid
of the hard labor that is required of'them
in the packing houses.

The residents of the 'Patch" rarely quar-
rel. This seems strange indeed when it is

, remembered that SOD persons are crowded
together in a space two blocks long and
one and one-ha- lf blocks wide.

Since the .colony was first settled It? has
been the custom of the men who drsred
to marry to send back to Austria forftnelr
wives. In most instances the prospective
bride is engaged long before she sees her
luturo huanana.

A short time ago three Croatian girls
came to the "Patch" with the intention of
marrying men whom they had never:seen.
The girls weakened at the last moment and
declared that they would not consent to
marry until they had remained in the
"Patch" for some time In order to satisfy
themselves that tho proposed .matches
would be agreeable. Their suitors protest-
ed and insisted on marrying at once,' but
the girls were obstinate. In the meantime
the "Patch" was In a state of confusion,
for the residents 'could not understand the
strange actions of the three girls.

The Croatians upbraided the .girls severely
and declared that their conduct was un-
paralleled. Finally the girls decided they
would marry the men that had been select-
ed for them and from all accounts the
marriages have resulted happily.

Tho marriage ceremonies are peculiar in
the extreme. It is a time of feasting .and
merrymaking throughout the "Patch"
whenever a wedding is nnnounced. IThe
ceremony is generally performed In a large
hall over the principal saloon. The bride
and groom receive money instead of the
many useless trinkets that are received at
weddings in this country. No matter how
poor the donor may be. he manages to
scrape up at least a single coin and offers
It to the bride and groom. This custom is
precisely the same at christenings. The
friends of the christened child present It
with money, which is, of course, placed at
the disposal of the parents. Christenings
are also great events in the little settle-
ment. The ceremonies are most elaborate
and the event is a source of great enjoy-
ment to all tho residents of the "Patch."

Hovr "The Patch" la Laid Out.
Every married couple in the "Patch" con-

ducts a boarding house. As soon as a man
marries he secures a house and transforms
it into a boarding house. As all of the
houses are quite small and generally of one
story only, it is extremely difficult to pro-
vide room for the boarders. The boarding
house keeper builds bunks on the sides of
each room, some of which contain several
tiers of bunks. In the warm weather the
men sleep on the roofs and on any spot of
ground that is not occupied by a house.
The residents of the "Patch" never at-
tempt to learn the complex arrangements
of tho narrow passageways that are neither
streets .nor alleys and on dark nights lan-
terns can be seen Hitting in and out of the
dark recesses of the settlement. Lanternsare absolutely necessary in warm weather
for late stragglers would he a source ofdanger to the tired laborers who sleep on
the ground.

Like all colonies tho "Patch" has a leader
and his will is law. While he does not
live in tVs "Patcli," his liquor establish-
ment is headquarters for all the colonists.
Tho dictator of affairs Is Hugh McLaughlin,
an Irishman He is the only foreigner
who is liked by the Croatians and their re-gard for him approaches reverence. Hespeaks their language fluently and controlsall important affairs in the neighborhood.
McLaughlin is a power in politics and heis bound by the ties of no particular party.He advises his SOO subjects to support hisfriends and the result is that it is a rareoccurrence when a ticket Is placed In theballot box that Is not "scratched." The"boss" of the "Patch" favors his friendsregardless of political feeling.

McLaughlin Is n man with a romantic his-tory. He was born In Scranton. Pa..G3 yearnago, and at an earlv age enlisted on aUnited States man of war. While In
he traveled all over the world andlearned to speak many languages. He wa.

in luanuo. uooui mny years ago. and re-
lates many Interesting tales of his expe-
riences in the Philippines. While guard-ing a tea warehouse In China one darknight ho saw a huge Chinaman attack an
American sailor who was also doing guardduty McLaughlin fired at the Chlnamnn
and killed him Just In time to save tho life
of the other sailor. The young sailor wasgreatly moved as soon as he realized thathe had taken a human life, although In a
Just cause, and the occurrence made an
impression that remains with the "King
of the Patch" until this dav. Although
it has been many years since tho occur-renc- e.

the old man dislikes to refer to the
affair. McLaughlin left the navy nfter sev-
eral ypars of faithful service and is now
contented with the life that he leads asthe ruler of an entire colony. He dislikesto havo his name appear in print and Is
furious whenover he is referred to as the"King of the Patch."

MASON PETERS, JR..

A Phllndclplilan 03 Years Old.
The papers of the Quaker City are proud

of the fact that a man can live an active
and successful life in their town nnd yet
bo strong and vigorous at the age of 95.
They point to Frederick Fraley. who cele-
brates his 93th birthday next Sunday, as
proof of the fact that It pays to take things
quietly In the good Philadel-
phia way. Mr. Fraley was the treasurer
of the Centennial exposition, nnd Is now
the president of tho Philadelphia board of
trade.'

StronR Imaginations.
From the Cleveland Pliln Dealer.

"William Dean Howclls says the Spanish
writers of fiction are superior to ours."

"That's Just what I thought when I used
to read their war news."

A SAFE THATWILL FLOAT.

Thli Device Insures the Snfety of n
Ship's Carso of Bullion In Case

of Wreck or Fire.
From the Philadelphia Kccord.

The present method of transporting bul-

lion across the ocean may be revolution-
ised by a device known aa the Anderson
safe float, now building in the Crescent
shipyards, Elizabethport, N. J. The pur-
pose of this invention is to insure the per-

fect safety of mall matter, gold and valu-
ables In case of fire at sea or shipwrecks,
and it consists of an elliptical chamber
or metal twenty-tw- o feet long and fourteen
feet broad, fireproof and watertight. Be-
fore the vessel leaves port it is fixed on the
after deck. Thieves can no more get into
It than into a bank vault, and in case the
vessel sinks it floats free until towed into
port.

It Is kept upright by Its form and by
putting the heavy metals which it con-
tains at the bottom. By night its pres-
ence is shown by the phosphide of cal-
cium light, which is ignited by water, and
burns with a ilame four feet high, calling
attention not only to the float but to the
boat!' and passengers that mny le near it,
thus giving one more safeguard to human
life. This light Is already used on the

THE ANDERSON SAFE FLOAT.

"Franklin life-buo- indorsed by tho gov
ernment.

Electric lights can be used if preferred,
and the inventor has arranged for a fog-
horn and a bell to blow and ring auto-
matically, like the bell on a harbor buoy.

The float is so arranged that late mail
matter may be put in up to the last
moment the vessel carrying it leaves the
dock.

During the present summer tne experi-
mental float now being built is to receive
a practical test. It will be taken to sea,
loaded with thirty-fou- r tons and set afloat
in the nresence of a committee of experts.
Its action by day will be observed and

rthe distance at which its light can be seen
at night measured. Alter a sumcient test
it will be towed ashore, hoisted out upon a
pier by a derrick and opened to see how
the contents have been affected by the
water, if at all.

As every year several million dol-
lars In gold cross the water, not to mention
.private checks, drafts and money orders,
the value of the invention is self-evide-

VISCOUNT FINCASTLE, ' V: C.

War Correspondent nnd Soldier, Who
Won the Victoria Cross While

a "Civilian" Pro Tern.
Viscount Flncastle, the eldest son and

heir of the Earl of Dunmore of the Scot-
tish peerage. Is now visiting in Boston.

Viscount Flncastle is not only the heir
of Dunmore, but he has the distinction
of being the only "civilian" ever decorated

VISCOUNT FINCASTLE.

with the Victoria cross for an act of mili-
tary valor.

When the Indian frontier troubles broke
out in 1S97 Lord Flncastle was a lieutenant
in the Royal fusiliers and was acting as an
aide-de-ca- to the viceroy of India.

He obtained leave of abscence from these
duties and went to the frontier war as
correspondent for the London Times.

The fighting was of a particularly severe
nature, and many losses were sustained
on the British side, the officers especially
being the targets for the hlllmen. In one
of these fights the horse of Lieutenant
Greaves of an Indian regiment bolted with
him and ran Into the enemy's ranks. A
desperate attempt was made by Lord Fln-
castle single handed to rescue him, but
after a gallant light he succeeded only in
bringing off the body of his friend. It was
a brave attempt and the Victoria cross
was suggested.

But the Victoria cross Is for soldiers
only, nnd Lord Flncastle, though having
a commission, was a "civilian" for the
time being, and the application was re-
fused.

It dawned upon the authorities after-
ward that this was, so purely a technical
objection that It would not hold against
the public demand for the honor, and Lord
Flncastle received the coveted distinction.
He is 2S years of age.

A Matter of Business.
From Judge.
Lady "What do you want 10 cents for?"Beggar "W'y, I s'pose yer know dat

10 cents is de Interest on $1,000 fer one day.
It Is also de interest on $24,000 fer one hour,
an' on JMIO.OOO fer one minute. I want
ter go round ter Russell Sage an' borry
de latter amount fer one minute, an' it he
won't let me have It I s'pose I'll have ter
blow it fer booze."

An Authoritative Command,
from Le Hire.

f(? AUf

Mounted Officer (to defiant aeronaut) "In
the name of the law I arrest you."

THE KANSAS CITY JOURNAL. SUNDAY, JUNE 4, 1899.

DANGER OF LIGHTNING

IS IT GREATER IX THE COUNTRY
DISTRICTS I

Effect of the Xetvrorlc of Wires In the
Cities Sonic Strange Ideas

anil Traditions Abont
the Fiery Fluid.

From the Detroit Tribune.
It is generally acknowledged, and not

without reason, that death by lightning Is
absolutely painless. It must be instanta-
neous, for scientists tell us that a flash oc-

cupies a less portion of time than the thou-
sandth part of a. second, and that the vic-

tim of the lightning stroke never sees the
flash accompanying the electric discharge
which causes his death.

And yet it is an undoubted fact that a
moderate stroke has even proved the rem-
edy of maladies and caused the growth of
trees! The people of olden times considered
that lightning provided a cure for the
palsy, and round the subject an interest-
ing folk-lor- e has grown in the course of
ages. For Instance, if you chew the splint-

ers of a tree struck by lightning you have
a remedy for the toothache. A house leek
will protect your house, and In many
places they used to ring the church bells
on the approach of a storm; but this has
often proved to be only inviting danger to
the ringers. One curious fact the writer
can vouch for. In tropical waters a curious
fish collects In shoals about the. mouth of

rivers or shallow waters after a storm,
extremely palatable on tlhelland they are

first appearance, but lall off '" flaor at
once, and the second day, even when fresh-
ly caught, they are not lit to oat.

Lightning plays some curious pranks
Some the close of the rtxteenUh
century, tradition says, a storm broke oer
Wells cathedral, while service was go ng
on. The thunder was so terrib e that the
congregation fell Prostrate, and on rising
each one was marked with a cross. Fre-
quently we hear of the representation of a
neighboring object being imprinted on the
body of a victim; but. most peculiar, the
shoes of the persons struck have often
been torn from their feet and hurled to
some distance.

With such a danger liable to come upon
us at certain periods. It is no wonder that
from time immemorial means of prevent-
ing or minimizing the danger have been
sought by philosophers and scientific men.
Pliny. In the belief that lightning never
penetrated more than six feet beneath the
surface, advocated the retiring to deep
caves during a storm. Sealskins were also
adopted by the Romans to avert danger.

Country vs. City Which Is Safer
Most theories about electricity are unsat-

isfactory, and although man can, to a great
extent, control the subtle fluid, or what-
ever it may be. he is as yet practically
unacquainted with its real nature. Does
lightning ascend or descend? It seems to
come from the clouds, yet there are so very
m.inv rases which tend to prove that the
explosion took place upwards that we are
lea to aiscreait ine evidence ui signi.

The question arises, is it safer, during
a storm, in the country or in the cities?
Francois Arago. in "Meteorological ,"

expresses the opinion that in the
great towns of Europe men appear to be
very little exposed to danger from light-
ning, and he says that, according to an
opinion widely prevailing, "persons are
much more exposed in villages and in the
open country." Many cases are on record
of men being struck on open plains, and,
of course, the danger is greater when shel-
tering under a tree, but this is a danger
common to town and country.

In our cities, and more especially In cities
equipped like Detroit, with the electric
street railways. It might be imagined that
the danger from thunderstorms was con-
siderably increased by the successive arch-
es of wires that roof in our thoroughfares.
Do these wires attract or carry off the elec-
tricity? With regard to this, the opinion
of an expert. City Electrician Walter D.
Steele, of the public lighting commission,
was obtained.

Mr. Steele did not consider that the pres-
ent arrangement of overhead wires would
materially decrease the danger arising
from lightning, for the reason that there
were not sufficient of them to be effective,
nnd they were not properly located to be
of any real use for the purpose. As at
present arranged, one or two of our streets
might have good protection, while other
streets' close by were entirely free from the
protection, if any. which the wires might
afford. But. on the other hand, there was
most certainly no special danger due to
their existence, excepting to apparatus di-
rectly connected with such wires, such as
telegraph instruments, etc., and provision
is invariably made for the protection of
such apparatus.

Another electrician had little doubt, how-
ever, that a careful investigation of thematter could not fail to prove that over-
head wires tended to immunize a city from
the dangers of atmospheric electrical dis.
turbances, by carrying away the fluid
themselves.

Rales for the Tlruld.
It would seem then that there was great-

er Immunity from the special risk we are
discussing in the cities than in the coun
try. A Major Parnell gives certain rules
which may be followed by the nervous,
if they choose to put themselves to in-
convenience. If you are Indoors, vacate
the kitchen and all rooms on the lowest
floor, and everywhere where there are open
fireplaces. Keep clear of outer walls and
take up your position in the middle of theroom. Keep away from all metals and see
that all windows, doors and other openings'
are closed. And don't forget to keep the
flues, especially the kitchen flue, free from
soot.

But if you have to go outside in threat-
ening weather, take a silk umbrella, not a
walking cane, with as little metal about It
as possible. If caught in the storm get to
shelter in a masonry house, not In a wood-
en shed or outbuilding. If there is no
shelter, sit down on the least exposed and
driest spot, not near water, and put up
your umbrella! Avoid trees, hedges,
fences, walls and sharp faces of rock1!.' Ifriding, dismount and sit down as above.
If driving, stop and get the carriage In as
dry a place as possible. Agricultural la-
borers are most frequently struck by light-
ning because they run to trees and woad-e- n

sheds. Major Parnell would remedy
this by building all Held sheds of mason-
ry.

One In 1,000,000 per annum is said to be
the proportion of people killed by light-
ning. Coming to face absolute facts, the
risk Is infinitesimal. It seems almost too
much trouble to resort to Major Parnell's
elaborate precautions.

The Pnrist.
From the Chicago Tribune.

"It looks like rain."
"I beg your pardon."
"I sy it looks llko rain."
"What does?"
"The the weather."
"The weather, my dear sir, is a condi-

tion. Rain is water in the act of falling
from the clouds. It Is impossible that they
should like alike."

"What I meant was that the sky looked
like rain."

"Equally impossible. The sky is the blue
vault above us the seeming arch or dome
that we mistakenly call the heavens. Iti
docs not resemble tailing water in the
least."

"Well, then. If you are so thunderlngly
particular, it looks as If it would rain."

"As if what would rain?"
"The weather, of course."
"The weather, as before stated, being a

condition, cannot rain."
"The clouds then, blame you."
"Ah, here it comes! And I have taken so

much time In talking to you that I shall
get wet to the skin before I can reach
yonder street car. Good-by.- "

(Calling after him) "I may not know as
much about it as you do. but I've got
sense enough to come in out of it, and
you haven't."

An Unpleasant Reminder.
From the Cleveland Plain Dealer.

Jamie . doesn't go to church often, but
his mamma took him there last Sunday.
Now she wishes she hadn't.

"Mamma." he asked in a shrill whisper,
"what makes the man's voice shake so?"

"Hush, dear," said mamma, "I don't
know."

"But, mamma," the little scamp persist-
ed In a still louder whisper, "you know

when papa's voice shook the other night
you .said It was beer!"

And that's why Jamie's church privi-
leges have been so rudely cut off.

Wcyler's Forecast.
From the Httiburg Chronicle.

"I don't think," growled General Wey-lc- r,

"that my ability as a prophet is rec-
ognized as it should be."

"What's the matter, general?"
"Well, didn't I predict that Cuba would

eventually be pacified?"

N0BLEMANA TRAMP.

Count Rosso DIanorlcb for XT Years
Has Lived as a Hobo and Has

Traveled the World Over.
The wandering Austrian nobleman. Count

Rosso Dlanovich, who for the past thirty-seve- n
years has been traveling on foot

around the world visiting every country on
the face of the earth, landed in Philadel-
phia last Monday from San Francisco,
after an eventful journey of thirty months.
He Is collecting data for a book upon the
public institutions and the manners and
customs of tbe. world.

The count is a peculiar personage. He
wears threadbare coat, much greased In
front nnd of ancient style, .a dingy derby
and a flannel shirt pulled together in front
with a narrow necktie. Over one shoulder
Is strapped an old hand satchel, in which,
supposedly, he keeps his changes of under-
wear; but in reality it contains only a lot
of dirty notebooks pasted full of letters
and newspaper clippings from every city
In tho Union. He claims to hare at home
a stack of them showing his progress
through Europe, Asia, Africa and the isl-
ands of the teas.

He is a tramp in appearance, and a
tramp by occupation. All through the
country he has been known as the "noble

COUNT ROSSO DIANOVICH.

hobo," a title which he ery much dis-
likes, for, as he says, "he asks nothing
from anyone, pays his way everywhere,
and is Independent of the world." Never-
theless, he sleeps on the road. If necessary,
beneath the stars, he walks everywhere,
and looks as if he had an aversion to
water, both for bathing and drinking pur-
poses.

The count is a picturesque and unique
character. He is about 5 feet C inches high,
and sturdv in His hnnds are
rough and hard. lie wears luxuriant
whiskers of the mutton chop variety.
His florid countenance plainly denotes a
keen Intelligence. He talks liuentlv seven
different languages. "If you have the
n.ngusn language," ne said, in answer to
the question as to which lnnguage he found
most useful, "you can go anywhere. It
is the universal language."

Count Dlanovich began his wanderings
when he was 13 years old In 1SCS. His first
trip was to Greece and Turkey and later to
Egypt, Jerusalem and the supposed site
of the Garden of Eden. He next visited
France, Spain and Portugal and then re
turned tor a snort stay at nis native nome.
But the fever for siehtseeinc a train over
took him and he started out to see Ger-
many, meeting the late Emperor William
while there. He went to Russia and had
the czar sign his passport at St. Peters
burg, enabling him to visit the prisons
and mines of Siberia. He was presented to
the king of Sweden, walked through Nor-
way. Denmark Slid Holland and visited
England in 1ST0.

He then went to Gibraltar and West
Africa, sailing from there to the West In
dies, lanuing at St. nomas, ine icn years
war was then on in Cuba and the United
States was on the verge of war with Spain
over the Virginlus affair. He shipped as a
landsman on board the United States crui-
ser Congress, commanded by Lieutenant
W. T. Sampson, now rear admiral. He
rememoers Sampson wen, ne suys.

In 1ST! he visited every part of the Unit-
ed States, made a trip to South America,
serving in the Brazilian. Chilean and Peru-
vian navies, studying the life of seamen
in the different countries. He then went
to Mexico, and thence to Alaska, exploring
the Yukon river, many years Deioro goiu
was dreamed of there. His next point was
the Sandwich .islands; from there he vis-
ited Samoa, the East Indies, Japan, China
and India. Fancy then led him to the gold
fields of South Africa and Australia. He
is now just returned from South Wales,
landing at San Francisco thirty months
ago for another tour of the United States,
the one on which he is now engaged.

During all his wanderings he has never
been sick a dav. He naturally attributes
this to his outdoor exercise. He has had
many adventures, however. When he was
traveling in Italy he was attacked by a
noted brigand, and but for the fortunate
appearance of some mounted soldiers he
would undoubtedly have been killed. He
was attacked In California by a number of
Chinamen. On that occasion he saved
himself by vigorously using an old walking
ctiev- he had carried through Aus
tralia. The walking stick was in reality a
nickel plated Mexican bayonet, a relic of
the Mexican war. With it he put to rout
two of his assailants, wounding them se-

verely. The third Chinaman he captured
and hung to a tree by his queue. The
count, however, was pretty well cut up In
the fray and will carry the scars of that
battle to nis gravis

IN THE SULTAN'S HAREM.

Mndame Annette Kovrlcr "Will Care
for the Teeth of Indolent

Moslem Women.
From the Phlladeloliln Inaulrer.

Philadelphia-taugh- t dentistry is to play
an important rolo In the harem of the
Turkish sultan within the next few weeks.
The ivory teeth for which the Oriental
beauties are famed in their youth will no
longer be left to their own fate because
wicked man is barred from the presence
of the Moslem women. An ambitious mem-
ber of the fair sex, who Is not a follower
of the doctrines of Mohamet, however, is
now on her way to Constantinople. And
it will be due to the teachings obtained In
Philadelphia that this intrepid woman will
be enabled to handle tenderly the nerves
which Turkish ladles have In common with
their sisters the world over.

Madame Annette Kowlex is a Bulgarian
by birth, and for two years studied dent-

istry in Paris prepar-
atory to her one- -
year s te

course in this city.
In company with
her cousin. Leopold.
Adrian De Rosa, who
is also a Philadelphia
graduate la dentistry,
she has just left for
the Old World.

Madamo K o w 1 e r
was born at Sophia,
the capital of Bulga
ria. There also she
was educated and
married. Her hus

Madame Howler band died and, being
leit runout re-

sources, she became dependent upon her
orotner, Morris Itosentnai. in pans she
became acquainted with Baroness de
Hirsch. who helped her to come to Amer-
ica. As an organizer of a Red Cross So-
ciety during the war between Servia and
Bulgaria, in 1S&C. madame received two
handsome gold medals.

Of the Moslem women among whom she
Is to work, Madame Kowler has to say:
"The ladles of the harem are indolent to
a degree. They never work, because they
nre ladies of blood, of course; they spend
little time In reading, but smoking cigar-
ettes and gossiping about the scandals of
the harem are their pastimes. I suppose I
will be called upon to add my share to the
entertainment wnen i arrive among tnem.

Surprise for Illshop Klnsolvinjr.
Frcm the Washington Toil.

Talking about bishops, the other after
noon a uistingulsneu, stately man, clad in
the garb at a minister, was over at the
fish commission, spending a half hour
watcning the gyrations or tne specimens
in the tank. One of the scientists of the
institution, a young ichthyologist, whose
papers on the subject of deep sea Investi-
gation are attracting attention throughout
the world, happened, in passing by the
tank, to notice the minister. He studied
the stately visitor for a minute and then
he walked up to him.

"Am I right," he inquired, "in suppos-
ing you to be the Right Rev. Luclen Lee
Kinsolving, Episcopal bishop of Brazil?"

"You nre," replied the stately man, re-
garding his questioner wondcringly.

"Well. then, hello, 'Blooker!' " said the
scientist, jovially, holding out his hand.

"Why, hello, there, Charlie!" warmly re-
plied the Right Rev. Luclen Lee Kinsolv-
ing, Episcopal bishop of Brazil, squeezing
the young scientist's hand.

Diagram: The two had been chums in
a boarding school down in Virginia when
they were boys, and they hadn't seen each
other since. The? bishop's nickname among
the boys was "Blooker."

OUR ENGINES ABROAD

ADMISSIOX OF THEIR SUPERIORITY
BEI5G MADE.

Where English Mechanics Have Fail
ed to Secure Locomotives Which

I'ull DIk Loads at Hljjh
Speed, Americans Succeed.

It has been officially announced bv the
chairman of the Midland Railroad Company
iiiui ine miriy locomotives ordered by them
from the celebrated Baldwin works, atPhiladelphia, are to be of the most an- -
provejl American design, and not forelgn- -
ouiu replicas of the company's standardtype. These invaders, he continued, will
run side, by side with and be submitted to
exactly the same tests as their Derbv and
Glasgow built contemporaries; hence some
interesting comparisons between the ad
vantages of the rival designs should be
shortly forthcoming. The example set bv
the Midland has now, apparently, been imi
tated by the Great Northern, who are said
to have given an order to the same Ameri-
can firm for locomotives, which, it may be
presumed, will also adhere to the trans- -
Atlantic design. This is invasion in earnest.
out though we may regret the work going
out of the country, we believe that we are
correct In stating that the two companies
concerned have not been actuated as much
by the alleged uncertainty of our English
engineering firms in delivering their con
tracts as by a perfectly Justifiable, if not
openly expressed, desire to give the Ameri-
can type of locomotive a fair trial.

It is a trifle humiliating, still none the
less a fact, that our modern engines, both
passenger and goods, have not increased in
power faster than modern trains have in-

creased in weight; in fact, there aro some
authorities who have not hesitated to de
scribe the engine power used by several
lines during the height of the tourist sea-
son as absurdly inadequate. During the
last three years the engineers of the Cale-
donian, Northeastern, Northwestern, Great
Northern, Great Western and Southwestern
companies respectively have all designed
and constructed locomotives of increased
size and weight, but somehow or other few
of these, with the exception of the Cale-
donian "Dunlastair" class seems to have
quite fulfilled expectations. For instance,
Mr. Webb's long-barrel- compound pass-
enger locomotives of the "Greater Britain"
class, and his later
compound goods locomotives (nicknamed
"Webb's centipedes") have not yet success-
fully overcome the difficulties attending
the "compound" principles; while there ap-
pears to be some mystery concerning the
fate of the yellow-colore- d monster said to
have been built expressly for the purpose
of running from Waterloo to Exeter with-
out a stop which the Southwestern Com-
pany brought out with a flourish of trum-
pets just eighteen months ago.

Have the newest Northeastern locomo-
tives, that Is those with four coupled
wheels of 7 feet 7ti inches in diameter,
among the largest ever constructed in this
country, done all that their designer hoped
from them? We fear not; in fact, to cuta long story short, while our English en-
gineers havo succeeded in building loco-
motives capable of hauling trains, com-
posed of the old rolling stock,
at the highest rates of speed, and accom-
panied by economical fuel expenditure,
their newer designs, equipped with larger
boilers, fire-box- and valves, for the ex-
press purpose of coping with the g

weight of main line trains, are giving
distinctly disappointing results.

On the other hand, technical experts
come back from America with glowing ac-
counts of the great improvements in rail-
way working taking place over there.
Punctuality, It appears, is strictly main-
tained, even in the case of long-distan-

trains traversing half a continent, while
the speeds of the best expresses are excell-
ing those of our own. They admit, how-
ever, that safety is not so much regarded as
it is with us; and that even on the crack
roads "slow downs" are frequently neces-
sitated by grade crossings, and by the
unprotected state of the track in tho out-
skirts of large towns. Yet despite such
obstacles, America, if she does not boast
anything like .the quantity of express
trains to be met with in this island, is
now able to claim several far faster booked
timings on both long and short journeys.
To what, then, is this recently created su-
periority ascribed? Answer: To the Amer-
ican locomotive, whose latest develop-
ments, where combined speed and power
are concerned, have not yet been realized
in this country.

The standard American locomotives are
enormously powerful; their size also Is
immense, and in this particular they quite
put in the shade our own leviathans of the
"Duniastnir" or "Greater Britain" class.
What immediately strikes the English rail-
way man in, their appearance is the great
height of the center line of the boiler, the
huge diameter of the boiler Itself and the
number of driving wheels, of far smaller
diameter though than that which he Is
accustomed to over here, the latter feature
letractlng from their symmetry and giving
Jiem a top-hea- and uncouth aspect, as
compared with the graceful proportions of
his own "flyers." But our trans-Atlant- ic

cousins have come to the conclusion that
fast running is dependent more upon the
supply of steam than it is on the size of
the wheels, hence that, within the limits
of weight and space to which the boiler
must be confined, the latter cannot bo
made too big, while the steam pressure
carried should be of the highest, usually
ISO pounds to the square lncn.

If American locomotives, however, have
of late years far outstripped their English
contemporaries in size and power, they are,
at the same time, more heavily loaded. Tho
majority of long-distan- express trains in
the United States are of enormous weight
owing to the large variety of cars (sleep-
ing, parlor, observation, refreshment, toilet,
etc.) which the general demand for luxuri-
ous travel necessitates, and such trains will
never weigh less than 200 tons, and many
even attain to 500 tons, though for a fair
average, from 300 to 400 tons should be the
figure accepted. Compare these with the
weight of our heaviest.express trains, rare-
ly composed of more than a dozen eight-wheel-

coaches, which weigh only from 130
to 270 tons the latter being that of the
West Coast Scotch corridor dining car ex-
press (2 p. m. express Euston), said to be
tne heaviest train run In ordinary service in
this country.

Again, where the goods traffic is con-
cerned any comparison becomes almost out
of the question. American freight trains
are composed of thirty-to- n cars; goods
wagons over hero rarely exceed ten tons.
With us a train of from thirty to forty
loaded trucks is considered a heavy load;
in America, and with their far neavier ve-
hicles, the general rule is to begin at forty
and run up to sixty. One of the heaviest
of these trains ever hauled was 1,900 feet
long and conveyed 2.WO.00O pounds of grain.
The locomotives designed for working the
goods traffic are, of course, more powerful
than those of the passenger variety; with
them moderate gradients produce no ap-
parent slackening of the slow but very
steady rute of speed maintained, but the
avowed ideal of a prominent American

points to an increase in the latter;
"wo want," says he, "goods locomotives
capable of hauling anything not exceeding
700 tons up the ordinary banks, at an aver-
age rate of speed of forty-eig- ht miles an
hour." As American freight cars are
equipped with an automatic continuous
brake, these trains can descend banks at a
much higher rate of speed than would be
allowed on English roads, hence an Im-
portant saving of time.

The foregoing is but a brief sketch of the
excellent results now "being attained by the
latest types of American locomotives, and
the fact of our companies importing a fewexamples will doubtless lend to some of
their best features being incorporated in
tho newest designs of this country.

Who Whips!
From the nttsburg Chronicle-Telegrap-

The clergyman's little son was telling the
small son of a parishioner of the dreadful
fights which he and his sister indulged in

"You don't mean to say that minister's
children fight?" replied the horrified littlelayman.

"Oh, yes,"
"Who whips?"
"Mamma."

Poor Bllford.
From the Chicago Tribune.

"When Bllford went West he told me
that as soon as he had settled down and
pulled himself together he would write to
me. but I have never heard from him."

"Bllford was blown up in an explosion
of dynamite three months ago. He may
have settled down, but I don't believe he
has pulled himself together yet."

How She Encouraged Him.
From the Chicago Kewl.

Dick "I told May I would have a kiss if
I swung for it."

Jack "What did she do?"
Dick "Started the hammock, and I car-

ried my point."

COLONIAL HEIRLOOMS.

Many People Seem Disposed to Shnn
the Xevr to Catch the An-

tique.
From the Boston Globe.

It is safe to say the heirlooms most
prized at the present day are the genuine
pieces cf old colonial furniture that have
been handed down In the family through
two or more generations, and the woman
who can show an old four-poste- d bedstead

NEW ENGLAND "HIGHBOY."

that her slept on
is more to be envied than she who pos-
sesses rare old lace wrapped up In a case,
and growing more and more yellow and
aged-lookin- g each time it is brought to
light.

Indeed, the fad for colonial possessions
has grown to such nronortions that the
most incongruous objects, such as warm-
ing pans, for instance, may adorn the walls
of a front hall, and the; shining copper
surface which once covered the glowing
coals tnat warmed a bed in days gone Dy
Is pointed out with pride that could scarce
be excelled were it a veritable Rubens.

There is scarcely a farm house In New
England that has not been ransacked from
one end to the other for
things, until there is hardly a trace of
them left, except in families who prize
them for their association, and "love nor
money" will not purchase these.

The time has gone by when you could
pick up a highboy, a lowboy or an

secretary for a mere song, and

NEW ENGLAND "LOWBOY."

the most rakish looking specimen of a tallstanding clock, with no pretense at keep-
ing time, will cost as much as a handsome
reproduction that ticks correct to the sec-
ond.

CHIPPER AGE OF 101.
Joseph McGrnth, Who Has Started In

on His Second Century, Consid-
ers Himself a Roy.

From the New Tork World".

Joseph McGrath Is 101 years old. He
has just passed the birthday which marks
the beginning of his second century. His
eyes are as keen and bright, his step as

firm, his hand as
steady and his pros-
pects as cheerful as
any young man start-
ing out in life.

Mr. McGrath resides
with his daughter,
Mrs. Catherine Rud-
dy, at No. lit East
Eighty-secon- d street.

flySK ti0 is a landmark ofrcS? I the district. On pleas- -
ant days when there
is no pressing busi
ness on hand he

Joseph McGrath. strolls over to thepark at Eighty-four- th

street, overlooking the Bast river,
and there, surrounded by admiring follow-
ers, who range from 70 to liO years of age,
he dispenses wisdom and logic regarding
the topics of the day.

"No, I never aimed to be old," he said
to the reporter who approached him, "nor
abstained from anything. I've drunkplenty of good whisky for eighty-fiv- e years
and when I can't get it good I take what
comes. I've smoked cigars and pipes and
corncobs, and I never denied myself a
chew for the sake of becoming a centen-
arian.

"And I didn't go In for physical culture
or athletics to build my system up andkeep on living, like the young folks of to-
day. I just worked when I had to and
played when I could, nnd say, boys "

Five gray heads bent closer to the dark
locks of Mr. McGrath.

"I played like h when I did play, and
no mistake about that."

The centenarian joined in the laugh that
followed and concluded:

"I don't want anyone to think I'm an oldboy because I was a good boy. nor because
I was a tough boy. either. I'm Just here,
and 101. because the good God sees fit to
let me live, nnd I hope He will see things
in the same light a good while longer."

Then Joseph McGrath. centenarian, rose
majestically to his full height, made sev-
eral remarks about the dangers of childrenbeing out in these troublous times, whenkidnaping was in vogue, and walked home
with a confessedly good appetite to hisnoonday meal.

BRIDGE BUOYED IN

rtiHUJ lffi

To march large masses of troops dry-sh-

over the broadest rivers on a tempor-
ary bridge, which stretches from bank to
bank in a single span unsupported, ex-ce- nt

by the large number of balloons of
great buojancy. is the daring project which
has recently oeen lnoorseu dj- - me rrencn
war department, not without the bitterest
opposition from many of the military of-
ficials of the engineer's staff.

It was agreed by the opponents of Major
pelHsier. the projector of this brilliant feat
of military engineering, that it was im-

possible to secure a safe degree of stabil-
ity by the proposed means of supporting
the structure of the bridge, although they
were compelled to admit that his demon-
stration of the sufficiency of the lifting
power of the balloons was irrefutable.

However, liiej w wit; Kcit:i. petit iw
the troops using the bridge, in the event

BUMBOAT INDOSTRY

HOW JACK TARS ARE SUPPLIED
WITH LUXURIES IX PORT.

Liquors Are Kept Ont Officers Keep a
Strict Eye on Traders When They

Are Selling Their Wares
What Bnmboats Are.

From the New Tork Tribune.
While the warships lay at anchor oftTompkinsville a few days ago two bum-bo- at

women and a bumboat man came to
blows in the course of an argument over
their respective rights to trade with thereturned Jack tars. Although not always
fought for so valiantly, the privilege ofbumboating is always greatly sought after,
and the profits of the business are gen-
erally so large in proportion to the outlay
that it is an occupation likely to flourishas long as there are ships and sallo.-s- .

The ordinary landlubber does not have
occasion to know much about humrmnra
or their proprietors, and it Is ten chances
to one that his acquaintance with themis limited to the one classic bumboat wom
an of song. Little Buttercup In "Pinafore."
""' to tne sailor the bumboat men andwomen are highly important members of
society, and if they should ccasa to ply
their trade he would find himself deprived
of many a luxury that he now enjoys.
The captains of all vessels recognize tha
value of the bumboats as a means of keep-
ing Jack contented when he is in sight of

.hom.e or a fore'en port. Withouttheir he would be far more persist-ent in his demands for shore leave, sincone would be able to represent, reasonablyenough. that he was enjoying no benefitfrom the ship s nearness to land. But thabumboats bring him all the tempting ar-ticles in the way of food that he couldpossibly find ashore, and. though thesethings make up the greater part of theirstock, they frequently have besides vari-ous little curios, pieces of Jewelry andother articles characeristic of the countryto which they belong. Bumboat womenare often washerwomen as well, and theyare only too glad to relieve the sailor fora consideration-- ot his laundry duties aslong as the ship remains in the neighbor-
hood.

Every bumboat proprietor must have awritten permission from the captain of thevessel he desires to trade with, and hamust exhibit this as soon as he comesalongside. Then an officer of the ship goes
aboard the bumboat and makes an exam-
ination of the stock, to see that no liquoris being smuggled into the sailors' posses-
sion. To be absolutely sure of this thaofficer must be well up in the tricks of thatrade. All sorts of ingenious expedientsare devised by the bumboat proprietors. In
collusion with the ever ready seamen.hisky and other spirits are brought
aboard In the most unexpected ways, andthe success of a scheme must depend chief-ly upon its novelty. The large claws oflobsters carefully scooped out and tilledup with liquor have served to convey manya drink aboard, and they hold more thanwould be generally supposed. Innocentappearing strings of sausages have alsobeen discovered on Investigation to be notsausages at all. but the empty cases of
them tilled with whisky. Even loaves ofbread have concealed In their centers lit-
tle pouches of the greatly prized liquid,
and there are numbers of other devices
showing an admirable gift of invention on
the part of the bumboat people.

Many of the tricks are discovered only
after the sailors have given repeated and
unmistakable proofs of having been wellsupplied with liquor. Then the officers
cudgel their brains to find out by whatmeans the stuff could have been obtained,
and finally suspect some article of tho
bumboat stock.

Besides examining the goods, the off-
icer who boards the bumboat also looks
over the schedule of prices and decides
whether or not they aro exorbitant. This
is to protect the seamen, who are prov-
erbially no match for the traders at a
bargain, from being swindled by extor-
tionate prices. Occasionally, of course,
thrf boats bring odd wares, for which no
prices can well be scheduled, but the staple
articles of their stock, such as fresh fruits,
vegetables and sweetmeats, are all valued
at certain rates. The officers themselves
very seldom make any purchases, unless
In an emergency they happen to be In need
of some article for their own table.

There is probably not a port at which
ships ever touch where the business of
bumboating does not exist. In China it
is especially active, as well as at the var-
ious ports of Indo-Chi- and British
India. The bumboatmen of Alexandria,
Egypt, are said to be the laziest of their
profession. Too indolent to make an
effort to get alongside a ship, they sail
aimlessly up and down among vessels in
the harbor, crying monotonously. "Eory-ting- L

ebryting!" This is intended to de-
scribe the extensiveness of their wares,
but it Is deceptive, for they usually havo
next to nothing to sell. Sometimes they
rouse themselves just before a ship is
about to depart, and come alongside, of-
fering pigeons and other birds and ani-
mals, which the sailors often buy for pets.
In far away Madagascar the natives ara
enthusiastic bumboat traders, and fre-
quently swarm about the ship in great
numbers.

A Xevr Lace Fan.
Here is one or the new fans. It Is quita

small and it takes the shape of the full-
blown rose, which Is patterned in real
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FAN SHAPED LIKE A FULL-BLOW- N

ROSE.

white lace appllquo on a background of
black net showered with glittering steel

the waved sticks being of darkly
eautiful tortoise shell.

It Is the opinion of Professor Tyndall that
blue eyed women should marry black eyed
men.

AIR BY BALLOONS.

v

Paris Correspondence New York Journal,
of a section of the bridge becoming de-
tached and then either tilted by any in-
equality of the distribution of the weight
or cnrrlerl nwnv bodily with possible loss
of Ufa frightful to contemplate.

It was the system of connecting the sec-
tions of the bridge with the shore and witheach other, together with a remarkable de-
vice for securing equality in the distribu-
tion of the oa.a. that won for attie young
engineer the admiration of his superiors
and finally overcame the objections urged
by his opponents.

If the present Intention of the war de-partment shall be carried out, each army
corps will be provided with a complete
portable bridge, with the necessary out-
fit, capable of spanning the broadest riversto be found in Europe, and drills will be
Instituted for the express purpose or facili-tating tho troops in the work of throwing
the bridge across rivers.


